To:  Purchia,  Liz[Purchia. Liz@epa.gov];  Colaizzi,  Jennifer  C. [Colaizzi.Jennifer@epa.gov] 

From:  Harrison,  Melissa 

Sent:  Tue  8/1 1/2015  5:02:39  PM 

Subject:  Fw:  draft  statement  re:  Gov  Hickeniooper  announcement 

This  will  be  coming  your  way  shortly.  FYI-CO  Gov  just  announced  he  was 
recommending  the  river  be  reopened.  We  will  need  to  get  this  out  quickly 


From:  Mylott,  Richard 

Sent:  Tuesday,  August  11,  2015  12:57  PM 

To:  Myers,  Craig;  Smith,  Paula;  Card,  Joan;  Cristiano,  Gina;  Faulk,  Libby;  Hestmark,  Martin;  McClain- 
Vanderpool,  Lisa;  Ward,  W.  Robert;  Mitchell,  Stacey;  Harrison,  Melissa;  Ostrander,  David;  McKean, 
Deborah 

Subject:  draft  statement  re:  Gov  Hickeniooper  announcement 


Draft  statement  for  release  related  to  Governor  Hickeniooper  announcement  re:  reopening 
Animas  River. 


Please  review  by  1 1 :25  am  MST  per  the  document  approval  process.  Next  level  of  review  will 
be  R9,  R6  PADs,  HQ  OPA  and  SFDDs.  30  minutes. 


Thanks. 


EPA’s  review  of  water  quality  data  collected  to  date  indicates  positive  signs  regarding  metals 
and  pH  concentrations  in  the  Animas  River.  While  that  information  is  encouraging,  EPA  is 
continuing  to  review  all  data  collected  to  develop  a comprehensive  picture  of  water  quality 
conditions  in  the  river  and  in  the  plume  itself.  We  are  committed  to  a long-term  effort  to  evaluate 
water  quality  impacts  to  ensure  that  we  do  all  we  can  to  address  the  impacts  of  the  release. 


Ultimately,  state  and  local  officials  have  the  responsibility  for  decisions  based  on  the  information 
that  has  been  collected.  EPA  will  continue  evaluating  data  with  our  partners  to  develop  a full 
picture  of  water  quality  to  help  inform  decisions  about  drinking  water,  irrigation,  and  recreational 
use. 
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